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4. Speculation, placing a price on something, has come to be seen as a method of investing in the future. An element of distraction from our immediate concerns has led us to identify so strongly with the fleeting present that we have failed to see the broader horizon, whose meaning is always in some way connected to the
environment and the men and women of the past, to our forebears. It is the duty of our people to continue to work towards the future, but perhaps it is also the duty of those living in the present to help them in their efforts. 44. "We must not forget that, just as in the past, we will be doing everything in our power to avoid
disaster..." [79] The prospects of our societies are many and varied, but we are now coming to see how difficult it is to predict the future. We must clearly understand that we are not at the beginning of the road, and that we shall continue to travel it for a long time. In this context, we need to understand that historical
progress is the consolidation of the revelations made by Providence over the course of the ages, which have remained hidden until now. Our duty is to make our discoveries known, and, if necessary, to correct the errors of the past. Above all, we must always place ourselves in the service of the Creator, who has set us free,
by revealing Himself, by revealing His will to us, and by offering salvation to those who are open to it. In this way, we will be able to live and make our way to the promised land. 70. We will be working together to preserve and enhance the good we have received, so that, even when our activities are separated, we shall live
as one family of men and women, of the race of which God is the Father. Even as we are all brothers and sisters of the same family and share the same destiny, are we not also brothers and sisters of the same human race? It is to this that we are called. It is to this that we must return. We are not simply animals; we are men
and women. Our path will not be easy, but we shall continue on it, with courage and perseverance.
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However, it is possible to detect signs of a new impulse in the world, the voice of conscience, which is often silenced by the urgency of immediate interests. Never before have we been so close to the sharp edge of a world civilization, at the point of a no-return. [92] Individual conscience can be further stimulated and
directed by the interplay between, on the one hand, the Word of God and, on the other, the call for justice, solidarity, and the common good. Together these three elements shape conscience, and they can be traced in the broader intellectual and spiritual tradition. No doubt the facts of the situation and the needs of the
present time have given new vigour to reflections on this broader horizon. However, if that call does not spur on immediate activities which can contribute to making it effective, then the Christian community will be unable to respond adequately. In a world that in many respects seems to be consigned to destruction, if

Christians were to fail to learn the lesson of the Gospels about love and to see God in all the works of creation, then they will be unable to recognize that Love is the source of the salvation of the world. They teach that, in order to live a good life, in order to live a life that is full of meaning and purpose, one must forgo the
fruits of communion and knowledge. Or, if one remains in society, one should restrict his or her language to the simplest and crudest forms of speech, to the deepest level of communication that can still be achieved by members of a group. In other words, the young people I see around me, they have lost the desire to

communicate with other people, to have a relationship, to express their feelings and thoughts; they distrust themselves, and they distrust others. They have convinced themselves that the world is meaningless and empty. They have lost faith in humanity. They have an illusion that they have a choice; they have a feeling
that they can choose to be happy, to succeed. They have lost their sense of purpose; they have lost the feeling of transcendence and the vision of destiny. They have lost faith. This is what I see, with sadness and many tears. 5ec8ef588b
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