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Ricky Bell, Michael Bivins and Ronnie DeVoe first rose to
prominence as members of New Edition. With the group on hiatus
in the late 80s, none other than Jimmy Jam and Terry Lewis
suggested the three branch out on their own, and Bell Biv DeVoe
was formed. With a hip hop swagger the groups approach turned
the tables with R&B pulling from hip hop rather than the other
way around. In fact it was Public Enemy producers Eric Sadler
along with Hank and Keith Shocklee who made significant
contributions in helping Bell Biv Devoe craft their debut album
Poison. The title track and full-length both hit number1 on
Billboard's R&B/Hip Hop chart, entered the top 5 on both the
single and top 200 charts and went on to be certified Platinum 4
times over. As Bell Biv DeVoe, Ricky Bell, Michael Bivins and
Ronnie DeVoe became a fan favorite they toured with some of the
biggest names in the music industry: Michael Jackson, Lionel
Richie, Janet Jackson, Britney Spears, Destiny's Child, who all
made guest appearances on the groups three straight platinum
albums--plus Shakur. Nothing could hold the group back, and with
newfound success they decided to part ways. Bell Biv Devoe later
reunited in 1997 under the name Bell Biv DeVoe and released
Dope!, an album with five Top 10 hits. Since 2001, they haven't
released a new album. But their legacy still lives on. Bell Biv
DeVoe, Ricky Bell, Michael Bivins and Ronnie DeVoe first rose to
prominence as members of New Edition. With the group on hiatus
in the late 80s, none other than Jimmy Jam and Terry Lewis
suggested the three branch out on their own, and Bell Biv DeVoe
was formed. With a hip hop swagger the groups approach turned
the tables with R&B pulling from hip hop rather than the other
way around. In fact it was Public Enemy producers Eric Sadler
along with Hank and Keith Shocklee who made significant
contributions in helping Bell Biv Devoe craft their debut album
Poison.
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Ricky Bell shared; "Back then, you could get away with a lot of
stuff. I hadn't seen any media outrage when I said I liked to smoke
crack and smoke weed. I'm in New York, and I don't see a bunch

of cops; I see bitches. And the girls want to be with me. My
mother thinks I'm at the library. I'm on the corner of my block. I'm
everywhere. It's the '90s, and I'm going hard. I watch MTV. I see

the places I go. I'm on my label's [def Jam] records, and the
[Urban] Cd singles keep selling. I'm in the limelight, and my life is

cool. I'm a rasta wretch. I'm like Whitney Houston." There's
something in Bell Biv DeVoe's history that resonates with both
white kids and hip-hop heads. There's that sort of attitude and

swagger, as if they're the gangstas of the past and present. It was
like white kids discovered hip-hop and it totally changed the

game. The hip-hop heads loved it, but the white kids were like,
"Man, did you guys hear this girl? You gotta listen to this." Just like
how, when black girls started rapping, white kids were like, "Wow,
my neighbor's a rapper!" It was a statement, like we're the music

you've been waiting for. Unfortunately, the album, Poison, was
never released due to financial disputes. With BBD on the road,

DeVoe was trying to secure a solo deal for his brother (I thought it
was you) as well as work as a solo artist. On their tour bus, the
Bell Biv DeVoe trio found inspiration for an even more radical

departure from New Edition's bubblegum pop repertoire. BBD's
debut, Dope! was a formidable record, once described by Sounds
editor Steve Knopper as "a truly fierce, and fully formed new jack

swing record." BBD's marriage of funk and hip-hop to strong
R&B/dance grooves and a sound heavy on bass and horns

(produced by Jimmy Jam & Terry Lewis ) and featuring the strong
vocals of Ricky Bell made the album a blueprint for many of the
boom bap records to follow in the early '90s. BBD's fifth single

"Keep On Movin' " is one of the least restrained songs of the era,
and that's no good, man. You can do what you want now.Email:
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